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Diversity of Browse

• 281 woody plant species 
• 32 species of cacti



Nutrition

• All nutritional values listed are from the spring 
season, usually the highest values of the year.

• Crude Protein (CP) = Total N present in plant, 
including secondary compounds/chemical 
defenses.

• In Vitro Digestible Organic Matter (DMD)



White-tailed deer CP 
requirements

• Minimum for maintenance and growth: 
5.7%-9.9%.

• Maximum for optimal fawn growth, 
gestation, lactation, antler growth: 16%-
18%.



First Choice

(High Palatability)
“Ice Cream for Deer”



Cedar Elm



Coma

• 14%-20% CP

• 45%-50% DMD



Four-Wing Saltbush

• 19%-24% CP

• 62%-63% DMD



Granjeno Spiny Hackberry

• 22%-28% CP

• 67%-72% DMD



Guayacan
Ironwood

• 18%-26% CP

• 47%-58% DMD



Manzanita



Southwest Bernardia

• 15%-20% CP



Sugar Hackberry



Texas Kidneywood

• 24%-26% CP

• 54%-62% DMD



Vine Ephedra

• 12%-16% CP • 59%-66% DMD



Second Choice

(Medium Palatability)



Blackbrush

15%-18% CP 34% DMD



Brasil

• 20%-24% CP • 54%-61% DMD



Catclaw
Acacia

• 21%-23% CP • 53%-62% DMD



Cenizo Purple Sage

• 15% CP • 63% DMD



Guayillo

20%-27% CP 46%-49% DMD



Hog Plum

• 18%-24% CP • 56% DMD



Huisache

• 26%-27% CP



Colima
Lime Prickly Ash

• 17%-21% CP • 56%-63% DMD



Lotebush

• 18%-24% CP • 48%-59% DMD



Retama

• 20% CP



Tasajillo

• 8% CP • 63% DMD



Texas Ebony

• 23%-24% CP • 57% DMD



Texas Persimmon

• 18% CP



Twisted Acacia

• 17%-22% CP



Desert Yaupon

• 14%-18% CP • 56%-61% DMD



Third Choice

(Low Palatability)



Agarita

• 13%-20% CP



Amargosa Goatbush

• 11% CP



Coyotillo



Mountain Laurel
Frijolito



Narrowleaf Forestiera

• 13%-21% CP • Elbowbush



Shrubby Blue Sage



Whitebrush

• 23% CP



Special Cases to Browse 
Classification



Honey Mesquite

• 23%-32% CP

• 11%-13% Beans



• 2%-13% CP
76%-90% DMD

Prickly Pear



Browsing Pressure
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Questions?
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